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Startup eMagazines helps magazine publishers translate their print content 
to mobile platforms. Its automated software reflows digital content without 
the need to download an additional app. Andrew Degenholtz started the 
company in 2016 without outside investors,  and it has grown to serve 15 
million subscribers a month for almost 50 magazine publishers. When the 
pandemic forced children to transition to at-home learning, eMagazines 
worked with Time for Kids to translate the magazine’s content to an online 
reader. Before eMagazines, Degenholtz launched entrepreneurial ventures 
in Chicago, including ValueMags, a website that sells magazines, and Op-
lytic, which helps marketers drive web and app traffic and measure the ef-
fectiveness of their marketing and communication strategies. He also co-
founded Community Path Media, an effort to support local newspapers by 
collaborating on advertising strategy.
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These 39 entrepreneurs represent a range of young companies, 
some supplying consumer products, others offering B2B services and 
others fulfilling community needs as nonprofits. They’ve faced and 
overcome similar obstacles—researching their market, developing 
technology and then raising capital, whether from friends and family, 
angel investors or venture-capital firms.

In this feature, you’ll meet entrepreneurs with products ranging from 
pet food to veggie snacks to men’s jeans. There are health care 

businesses that target specific conditions and offer online treatment. 
And there’s a range of imaginative B2B services in IT and software, 
real estate, insurance and digital marketing.

During the pandemic, these firms have pivoted, putting their 
offerings online, helping clients navigate the crisis or donating goods 
and services. They’re helping to put Chicago on the map as a growing 
center for entrepreneurship.
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